
A By-law to regulate the deposit of fill on 
lands within the Municipality · 

The Municipal Counci I of The Corporation of the District of Oak Bay, in 
open meeting assembled, enacts as fol lows: 

That in this By-law: 

(a) "Fill" shall mean soil, sand, gravel, rockoroth-ermaterial which 
can be used to alter the contours of land; 

(b) "Engineer" shal 1 mean the Engineer of The Corporation of the District· 
of Oak Bay, or his appointee. 

2 No person shaf I deposit or cause to be deposited on any lands within the 
Municipality any fi I I, unti I a permit for such deposit is first obtained 
from the Engineer pursuant -to the provisions of this By-law. No permit 
shal I be issued until the plans, data and specifications required by this 
By-law to be filed with the Engineer, have been approved by the Engineer. 

3 Every applicant for a permit shal I file with his ~pplication detailed plans, 
data and specifications showing the contour of the ground in its current 
state with contour intervals of not more than two (2) metres or with con­
tour·s according to reasonab I e engineering standards, and the app I icati on 
shal f contain information with respect to the fol lowing matters: 

(a) Al I pertinent topographic features, building, structures and 
tree cover; 

{b) The proposed slopes which wil I be maintained upon completion of 
the fil I operation; 

Cc) The methods proposed to control the erosion of the banks of the 
f i I I; 

(d) 

Ce) 

(f) 

(g) 

The proposed methods of drainage control for the site during and· 
after the fi I I operation; 

The proposed methods of access to the site during the fi I I 
operation; 

/ 

The proposed progressive stages of ·fi 11 ing in terms of develop-
ment during the permit period, showing contours specified above, 
grades arid slopes, on separate plans for each stage incl~ding 
specific completion dates for each stage. 

The proposed contour of the ground in its final state upon com­
pletion of the fi.11 operation with contours as specified ab.ove 
and showing the methods of access and positive methods of 
permanent drainage on a separate plan. 

4 A permit shal I al 1ow the holder thereof to deposit fll I on land described 
in the permit for a period of six (6) months. The fee for each permit 
shalt be the sum of ten dol tars ($10.00) and shal I be paid upon the is­
suance of the permit. 

5 Permits wi I I be issued only on application in writing from persons ~aving 
a registered interest in the land in respect of which the permit is applied. 
Application shal I be made to the Engineer for a permit, and payment for the 
permit sha I I be according to paragraph 4 hereof. The Engineer sha I I refuse 
to issue a permit if the plans, data and specifications do not meet the 
requirements of this By-law. 

6 Each and every permit issued pursuant to this By-law shall be subject to 
the following conditions: 

(a) All damage to Municipal or privately-owned drainage faci I ities, 
roads, or I ands, or other Muni c i pa 11 y or private I y-owned property, 
or natural water courses, resulting from the deposit of fil I, 
sha 11 be repaired. A I I dra i nag_e fac i I it i cs and natura I water courses 
shal I be kept frcie of silt; clay, sand, rubble, debris, gravel and 
any other matter or thing originating from any deposit of fit I and 
causin9 obstruction to such drninage or natural water courses ... 
Ora i nage fac i I it i es or naturn I wa tor courses sha I l not be po I t u'l-ed. 
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6 

7 

The operations by which flJ I ts deposited shall not encroach 
undermine or physically damage any adjoining property. 

(c) The finished slope of the fl I I shall have a maximum slope of one Cl) 
metre rt se. t n two ( 2) metres of run. 

(d) The size and configuration of the fi I I deposit, shal 1 be such, as 
neither to affect adversely the air-, 1 lght ar:,d view of adjoining 
or adjacent properties, nor to alter substantially the appe~rance 
and nature of the surrounding area. 

(a) The Engineer is hereby authorized to enter, at al f reasonable times, 
upon any property being filled for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether th.e prov is tons of this By-I aw are· being obeyed. 

Cb) The Engineer may give notice to an·y person of a breach of any of the 
provisions of the By-law, or a permit .issued pursuant hereto, and 
such person shaf I forthwith cease and,desist from depositing any 
further fil I until such breach is remedied. 

(c) Where the Engineer determines that a person has contravened the 
terms and the conditions of a permit issued pursuant to.this By-law 
or ts placing fit I on land. wifhout a permi~, he may: 

{i} Suspend the permit until he is satisfied that the con­
travention has ceased; or 

(ii} Cancel the permit if he is satisfied that the person has, 
by reason of the contravention, put it beyond his power 
to comply with the terms and conditions of the permit; or 

( i i i) Order the person to stop the contravention; or 

C iv) • · Order the person who caused fill to be placed on the land 
without a permit to remove the fi I I. 

8 Nothing in this By-law shal I be construed so as to apply to: 

9 

(a) Any person lawfully engaged in the erection of buildings or the 
installation or construction of works or services on lands where 
the deposit of fil I is necessary for the construction of basements 
and foundations of the said buildings or the installation or con­
struction of the said works or services. 

Cb) The it of fi I I where the amount thereof does not exceed forty 
(40) cubic metres. 

(a) r Every person who violates, c9ntravenes·or commits any breach of 
the provisions ~f this By-law shal I be guilty of an offence punish­
able on summary conviction and shal I be I iable to pay a fine of. 
not more than One Thousand Doi lars ($1,000.00), or in default of 
payment thereof, 1mprisonment for a term not exceeding six (6) months. 
Each day any violation, contravention or breach of this By-law con­
tinues shal I be a separate and distinct offence. 

(b) The penalties imposed under this section shal I be in addition to 
and not in substitution for any other penal~y or remedy imposed by 
t.h i s By- I aw. 

10 ts By-law may be cited for al I purposes as the "DEPOSIT OF FILL BY-LAW, 1979 11 • 

READ a first, second and third ti me by the Muni ci I Counc i I on APR 2 - 1979 

RECONSIDERED, ADOPTED AND FINAL.LY PASSED by the Muni c i pa I Counc i I on APR 2 3 1979 

~ 
Mayor 

Sealed with the Seal of 
The Corporation of the 
District of Oak Bay 


