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MINUTES of a regular meeting of COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE of the Municipal Council 

of The Corporation of the District of Oak Bay, held in the Council Chambers, Oak Bay 

Municipal Hall, 2167 Oak Bay Avenue, Oak Bay, B.C., on Monday, December 9, 2013, 

following the SPECIAL COUNCIL meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
  

PRESENT: Mayor N. Jensen, Chair 

Councillor P. Copley (entered at 7:08 p.m.) 

Councillor C. Green 

Councillor M. Kirby 

Councillor K. Murdoch 

STAFF: Municipal Administrator, H. Koning 

Municipal Clerk, L. Hilton  

Deputy Municipal Clerk, C. Denomme 

Municipal Treasurer, P. Walker 

Director of Building and Planning, R. Thomassen 

Director of Engineering Services, D. Marshall 

 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION SECTION:  (Acting Chair – Mayor Jensen) 

 

(Ray Herman, Director of Parks and Recreation, and Sandi Piercy, Vice-Chair of the Oak Bay 

Parks and Recreation Commission, in attendance for this item) 

 

1. 2013-325 

 

OAK BAY PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION, Dec 4, 2013 

Re Minutes of Meeting 

 

The Director of Parks and Recreation responded to questions from the Committee with respect 

to the washrooms at the Neighbourhood Learning Centre (TLC), noting that they have reviewed 

drawings from the architect for a unisex – single bathroom with access from the exterior.  When 

asked if it would be remotely controlled, Mr. Herman said the discussion still needs to take 

place.   

 

Native Plant Garden Deer Fencing 

 

A member of the Committee asked if the recommendation from the Heritage Commission, 

regarding the design of the Native Plant Park Garden deer fencing, was expected to go back to 

the Parks and Recreation Commission.  The Vice-Chair of the Commission responded that it 

wasn’t required but they would like to be informed of the final decision. 

 

Members of the Committee expressed thanks to staff for their hard work that helped contribute 

to the many successful events throughout the year. 

 

MOVED by Councillor Murdoch 

Seconded by Councillor Kirby, That the minutes of the meeting of the Oak Bay Parks and 

Recreation Commission held on Wednesday, December 4, 2013, and the recommendations 

contained therein, be adopted. 

 

CARRIED 
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FINANCE:  (Chair – Acting Chair – Mayor Jensen) 

 

2. 2013-326 MUNICIPAL TREASURER, Dec 4, 2013 

Re Public Works Compost Sales  

 

A discussion ensued with a member of the Committee commenting on whether provision of 

compost is something that the municipality should continue to offer as a service.  The 

Municipal Treasurer noted that there has been a drop in sales of 50% over the last 10 years.  It 

was suggested that continuation of the service should be discussed at the Estimates Committee.   

 

MOVED by Councillor Murdoch 

Seconded by Councillor Kirby, That the report on the Public Works Compost Sales be received 

and staff be directed to prepare an amendment to the Sale of Compost Bylaw with the new rates 

set at $20.00 for half yard load and $1.50 for a bucket.  

 

CARRIED 

 

3. 2013-327 MUNICIPAL TREASURER, Dec 4, 2013 

Re 2014 Water and Sewer User Charges  

 

The Municipal Treasurer provided an overview of her report, noting the proposed changes to 

the water and sewer user charges. 

 

MOVED by Councillor Green 

Seconded by Councillor Copley, That the report on the 2014 Water and Sewer User Charges be 

received and staff be directed to prepare an amendment to the relevant bylaws.   

 

CARRIED 

 

LAND USE SECTION:  (Chair – Councillor Copley) 

 

 

4. 2013-328 DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Dec 4, 2013 

Re Siting and Design Approval for Building Permit Application – 758 

Mountjoy Avenue 
 

The Director of Building and Planning provided an overview of the application, noting that the 

single family dwelling was designed around the Garry Oaks in the yard, which includes two 

protected trees. 

 

Rus Collins, designer and Jared Hobbs, owner, were in attendance to respond to any questions. 

 

MOVED by Councillor Murdoch 

Seconded by Councillor Kirby, That it be recommended to Council that the plans to construct a 

new single family dwelling at 758 Mountjoy Avenue be approved as to siting and architectural 

design.    

 

CARRIED 
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5. 2013-329 DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Dec 3, 2013 

Re Uplands Building Permit Application – 3145 Ripon Road  

 

The Director of Building and Planning provided an overview of the application.   

 

Alan Bisson, designer, was in attendance to respond to any questions. 

 

MOVED by Councillor Murdoch 

Seconded by Councillor Green, That it be recommended to Council that the exterior 

renovations and additions to the house located at 3145 Ripon Road be approved as to siting and 

architectural design.    

 

CARRIED 
 

6. 2013-330 DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Dec 3, 2013 

Re Uplands Building Permit Application – 3555 Beach Drive  

 

The Director of Building and Planning provided an overview of the application, noting that the 

application had been previously deferred in order for the applicant to provide plans showing the 

changes made to the orginal approved design and for the Advisory Design Panel to consider.   

 

Sylvia Bonet, architect, was in attendance to respond to any questions, and noted the owners 

were prepared to comply with the originally approved plans. 

 

MOVED by Councillor Green 

Seconded by Councillor Kirby, That it be recommended to Council that the applicant’s request 

to add a decorative balcony rail on the north elevation for 3555 Beach Drive be denied, and that 

the corner quoining on all four facades be introduced as originally approved. 

 

CARRIED 

 

7. 2013-331 DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Dec 4, 2013 

Re Uplands Building Permit/Development Variance Application – 3370 

Uplands Road  

 

The Director of Building and Planning provided an overview of the application.  Mr. 

Thomassen explained that the application was deferred from a previous meeting to allow the 

applicant to modify the siting to retain the twin Garry Oaks (#356).  He reported the new site 

plan has addressed the concerns.    

 

Nigel Banks, designer, was in attendance to respond to any questions. 

 

MOVED by Councillor Green 

Seconded by Councillor Murdoch, that it be recommended to Council that the plans to construct 

a new single family dwelling at 3370 Uplands Road be approved as to siting and architectural 

design, subject to the issuance of a development variance permit, and further that a resolution 

authorizing the issuance of a development variance permit, as outlined in the December 4, 2013 

report of the Director of Building and Planning, correspondence No. 2013-331, be prepared and 

brought forward to a meeting of Council for consideration. 

 

CARRIED 
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8. 2013-332 

 

DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Dec 3, 2013 

Re Uplands Building Permit/Development Variance Application – 3355 

Midland Road  

 

The Director of Building and Planning provided an overview of the application, noting the 

application had been before the Advisory Design Panel previously and the new plans have 

addressed the concerns of the Panel. 

 

Larry Cecco, architect, and Jim Russell, representing the owners, were in attendance to respond 

to any questions. 

 

In response to questions from the Committee regarding lot coverage and the size of the house, 

Mr. Thomassen noted that the property is large and the house is the same size as the 

neighbouring home.   

 

MOVED by Councillor Murdoch 

Seconded by Councillor Kirby, That it be recommended to Council that the plans to construct a 

new single family dwelling and two accessory buildings at 3355 Midland Road be approved as 

to siting and architectural design, subject to the issuance of a development variance permit, and 

that approval for the siting of the accessory building in the north west corner be subject to 

exploratory excavation under the supervision of a licensed arborist being able to confirm that 

the Garry Oak trees are able to be retained, and further that a resolution authorizing the issuance 

of a development variance permit, as outlined in the December 3, 2013 report of the Director of 

Building and Planning, correspondence No. 2013-332, be prepared and brought forward to a 

meeting of Council for consideration. 

 

CARRIED 

 

9. 2013-333 

 

DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Dec 3, 2013 

Re Uplands Building Permit/Development Variance Application – 3250 

Beach Drive  

 

The Director of Building and Planning provided an overview of the application.  Mr. 

Thomassen noted that a second variance is needed to vary the building height as reflected in the 

plans, but was not included in the report.  The Municipal Clerk noted that, if the application 

was to move forward to Council, the second variance could be included in the resolution to be 

placed on the next Council meeting agenda. 

 

Anup Grewal, owner and Mark Whitney, contractor, were in attendance to respond to any 

questions. 

 

MOVED by Councillor Murdoch 

Seconded by Councillor Green, That it be recommended to Council that the plans to construct a 

new single family dwelling at 3250 Beach Drive be approved as to siting and architectural 

design, subject to the issuance of a development variance permit, and further that a resolution 

authorizing the issuance of a development variance permit, as outlined in the December 3, 2013 

report of the Director of Building and Planning, correspondence No. 2013-333, with the 

addition of a variance for the height of the building, be prepared and brought forward to a 

meeting of Council for consideration. 

 

CARRIED 
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10. 2013-334 DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Nov 28, 2013 

Re Development Variance Permit Application – 2670 Margate Avenue 

(Lot 51)  

 

 

11. 2013-335 DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Dec 3, 2013 

Re Development Variance Permit Application – 2670 Margate Avenue 

(Lot 52) 
 

(Hope Burns, Consulting Planner, in attendance for this item) 

 

Rus Collins, Designer and Leonard Cole, owner, were in attendance to respond to any 

questions. 

 

Following clarification by the Director of Building and Planning regarding the floor space 

ratios, Ms. Burns provided an overview of the application, making note that with the floor area 

regulations review underway it may be premature to consider these applications at this time, 

recommending they be deferred until a report is received from the Floor Area Review 

Committee. 

 

A discussion ensued with concerns expressed in respect to holding up the application, while 

others were in favour of waiting for the report from the Floor Area Review Committee. 
 

MOVED by Councillor Murdoch, That the Development Variance Permit Application for 2670 

Margate Avenue (Lot 51 and Lot 52), be referred to Advisory Design Panel for review and a 

recommendation, and that the applicant be requested to provide further renderings regarding the 

streetscape and the height of surrounding buildings. 

 

The motion failed due to the lack of a seconder.  
 

MOVED by Councillor Kirby 

Seconded by Councillor Murdoch, That resolutions authorizing the issuance of development 

variance permits for 2670 Margate Avenue (Lot 51 and Lot 52), as outlined in the November 

28, 2013 reports of the Director of Building and Planning, correspondence No. 2013-334 and 

2013-335, be prepared and brought forward to a meeting of Council for consideration. 

 

Noting that some members of the Committee wished to see further illustrations of the proposed 

streetscape and comparisons with the heights of other area buildings, Mr. Cole advised he 

would provide such information to Council in this regard should the application move forward. 

 

CARRIED 

(Councillor Green and Councillor Copley against the motion) 

 

12. 2013-336 DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Nov 27, 2013 

Re Development Variance Permit Application – 2111 Sutherland Road  

 

The Director of Building and Planning provided an overview of the application. 

 

Geoff Higgs, owner, was in attendance to respond to any questions. 
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MOVED by Councillor Kirby 

Seconded by Councillor Murdoch, That a resolution authorizing the issuance of a development 

variance permit, as outlined in the November 27, 2013 report of the Director of Building and 

Planning, correspondence No. 2013-336, be prepared and brought forward to a meeting of 

Council for consideration. 

 

CARRIED 
 

13. 2013-337 DIRECTOR OF BUILDING AND PLANNING, Dec 4, 2013 

Re Development Variance Permit Application – 618 St. Patrick Street  

 

The Director of Building and Planning provided an overview of the application. 

 

Brian Morris, Architect, was in attendance to respond to any questions. 

 

 

MOVED by Councillor Green 

Seconded by Councillor Kirby, That a resolution authorizing the issuance of a development 

variance permit, as outlined in the December 4, 2013 report of the Director of Building and 

Planning, correspondence No. 2013-337, be prepared and brought forward to a meeting of 

Council for consideration. 

 

CARRIED 

(Councillor Murdoch against the motion) 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

MOVED by Councillor Green 

Seconded by Councillor Kirby, That the Committee of the Whole meeting be adjourned. 

 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 

 

Certified Correct: 

 

 

 

Municipal Clerk 

  

 

 

Chair, Parks and Recreation Section 

 

 

 

Chair, Finance Section 

  

 

 

Chair, Land Use Section 

 


