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MINUTES 
OAK BAY HERITAGE COMMISSION 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2018 AT 5:00 PM 
DOWNSTAIRS MEETING ROOM, MUNICIPAL HALL, 2167 OAK BAY AVENUE 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT  MEMBERS ABSENT 
Heather Cochran Cora Smith Joan Heagle 
Marion Cumming Bronwyn Taylor Councillor Kevin Murdoch 
Cairine Green Robert Taylor  
Jane Hall Pat Wilson  
Susan Ross   
 
STAFF PRESENT 
 

Deborah Jensen, Acting Director Building and Planning  
Krista Mitchell, Building / Planning Clerk  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 

Members of the Public: 7  
 

1. Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm. 
 
2. Adoption of Minutes 

 

It was moved and seconded that the minutes from January 9, 2018 be adopted as amended. 
The motion was carried. 

None opposed. 
3. Approval of Agenda and Late Items 

 

The agenda was approved as amended. 
 

4. Correspondence 
 

None. 
 
5. Information Items 

 

The Oak Bay Community Association will be hosting “Oak Bay Talks” – Housing Affordability, 
on February 17, 2018, 1:30 pm – 4:00 pm at the Windsor Park Pavilion. 

 
6. New Business 

 

a) HAD00005 – 1526 Beach Drive 
To consider designating the property and placing the home on the Heritage Register. 
 

D. Jensen gave a brief overview of the application, noting that the owner is seeking heritage 
designation and the home is sited in an area of other heritage homes. 
 
Commission members commented the owners should be commended for seeking heritage 
designation, noting that the owner wants to ensure her son could comment that he grew up 
in this house.   
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It was moved and seconded that Council consider supporting the Statement of Significance 
for 1526 Beach Drive, placing a heritage designation on the property, and including it on 
the Oak Bay Community Heritage Register. 

The motion was carried. 
None opposed.  

b) HAD00006 – 1208 Oliver Street 
To consider designating the property and placing the home on the Heritage Register. 
 

D. Jensen gave a brief summary of the application, noting that the owner is seeking 
heritage designation for this 1911 home that sits on two legal lots, and that the interior 
granite fireplace will also be designated.   
 

R. Lapp, owner, commented that, in addition to the exterior of the home, the interior granite 
fireplace is unique and he would like to see it protected. 
 

Commission members thanked the owner for seeking heritage designation of the elegant 
home, and suggested modifying wording for the character defining elements to speak to 
residential domestic staff. 
 

It was moved and seconded that Council consider supporting the Statement of Significance 
for 1208 Oliver Street, placing a heritage designation on the property, and including it on 
the Oak Bay Community Heritage Register. 

The motion was carried. 
None opposed. 

c) HAD00007 – 799 Linkleas Avenue 
To consider designating the property. 
 

D. Jensen gave a brief summary of the application, noting that the owner is seeking 
heritage designation of both the property and the home, including interior features and 
three trees in the front and side yards. 
 

Commission members commented that the home sits proud on the street and adds to the 
impressive streetscape.   
 

It was moved and seconded to recommend that Council consider supporting the Statement 
of Significance for 799 Linkleas Avenue and placing a heritage designation on the property. 

The motion was carried. 
None opposed. 

 
Commission members acknowledged the work of D. Jensen and K. Mitchell on all the 
heritage items under review. 
 

d) ADP00086 – 3125 Uplands Road 
To consider changes to windows and patio layout for the existing home. 
 

D. Jensen commented this home renovation project was previously considered by the 
Commission, and the current proposal is to modify the front entry windows and exterior 
side windows by switching to stained glass, and relocate the patio stairs leading to the 
swimming pool. 
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B. Ketcheson, applicant, commented that the current renovation has led to some 
modifications.  Some of the comments were: 
 

 The owners have commissioned stained glass artist Ed Shafer, to create stained glass 
windows for the front entry transom windows and side lites, and the main hall stairs on 
the side of the home. 

 The hall windows will change from two different sized windows to a bank of the stained 
glass windows. 

 
Commission members confirmed that the front door will not be changed, and commented 
that the proposed stained glass windows, including the string of matching windows, is a 
great improvement.   
 
It was moved and seconded to recommend to Council to approve the application to 
undertake the installation of stained glass windows, and alter the patio stair layout at 
3125 Uplands Road. 

The motion was carried. 
None opposed. 

7. Reports of Subcommittees / Other 
 

a) Council Liaison 
 
None. 
 

b) Planning and Development 
 

D. Jensen gave an update on the following items: 

 644 Beach Drive, a proposal for a heritage revitalization agreement that will heritage 
designate the home and facilitate a four lot subdivision, will be considered at a public 
hearing on February 13, 2018. 

 960 Foul Bay Road, a proposal for a heritage revitalization agreement that will heritage 
designate the home and facilitate a four lot subdivision, will be considered for first and 
second readings of the bylaws on February 13, 2018.  

 599 Island Road, there is no requirement for the home to have seismic upgrades. 

 655 Island Road, a demolition application has been received.  

 Staff have been in contact with the BC Heritage Branch to confirm the properties they 
have on record, noting the Province would be responsible for referring properties  to 
the national heritage register. 

 
c) Community Register / Designation  

 
The Chairperson suggested the subcommittee prepare an interim report for the spring, 
outlining goals and aspirations for the remainder of the year.  
 
P. Wilson will replace Joan Heagle as Chairperson, and P. Wilson thanked D. Jensen for 
her assistance, commenting that the subcommittee was doing very well. 
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d) Education 
 

S. Ross noted the following events that will be taking place: 

 March 7,, 2018 is Kevin Murdoch speaking on Nitwits, Touts, and Oak Bay Council. 

 September 19, 2018 is Peter Grant, there may be potential to link the session with the 
heritage walk happening on Saturday, September 22, 2018. 

 The September presentation with be the 50th heritage presentation in the series. 

 October 17, 2018 is Yvonne Van Ruskenveld speaking on Women on the Home Front 
in WW1 

 November 21, 2018 is Alastair Kerr speaking on So Why is Heritage so Important? 
 
D. Jensen suggested a legal session with Lui Carvello may be better for January 2019, to 
allow for new members to attend.  
 
Commission members requested a training session with staff during the March meeting. 
 

e) Heritage Conservation Area Working Group Update 
 
H. Cochran reported that working group has retained a consultant, that the group is now 
meeting weekly, and the first public engagement meeting is in about three weeks.  
H. Cochran also noted the target to finish the project is this summer. 

 
f) Heritage Plan 

 
P. Wilson commented that the objective of the Heritage Plan was to achieve successful 
outcomes in promoting heritage and protecting streetscapes, neighbourhoods and character 
homes.  P. Wilson advised a draft report of the review will be distributed when complete. 
 

g) Tourism 
 
M. Cumming and R. Taylor advised the historical walking tour map is currently being printed. 

 
8. Next Meeting 

 
The next regular meeting of the Heritage Commission is scheduled for Tuesday, March 13, 
2018 in the Council Chambers of Municipal Hall. 

 
9. Adjournment  

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm. 
 


