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Recreation for Oak Bay Residents
1957 to 1980

LORNA ELDER

I volunteered in Recreation in Oak Bay Municipality after | met
Isobel Craig.  Loma (Telfer) Elder

TIsobel Craig had worked as a volunteer in Oak Bay from 1951 till
1967 when she was appointed the first full time director of
municipal recreation activities.

I first met Isobel in 1962 when as a volunteer she was organizing
playground activities in Oak Bay Parks. Our family had 3 children
less than 4 years of age and we lived on Lorne Terrace in South
Oak Bay near the Chinese Cemetery. Isobel asked me to canvas the
neighborhood with a petition asking for Playground Facilities to be
established on our nearby Quimper Park. There were many young
families in the area who were happy to sign. Isobel took the
petition to Oak Bay Council who approved the building of wash
room facilities and the purchase of playground equipment. In July
and August 1962 a young College Student was hired to supervise
summer programmes at the Park.
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Lorna A. [Elder, Oak Bay Recreation Commission, 1973 to 1979

Fhave always been active in sports both as a participant and spectator. In my teens in

Prince Albert, Sask. | curled, played tennis and basketball,

After graduating ay a Registered Nurse from Saskatoon City Hospital I moved to Victoria |
in 1954 to work at the Royal Jubilee Hospital on the Private Ward on the South Wing.

The Victoria Lawn Tennis and Badminton Club were near the Haspital at the corer of

our present home at| | Oak Bay.

We gave up our membership in the Victoria Lawn Tennis and Badminton Club when the
property was quickly sold and the Club changed their name to Racquet Club and bought
property in Saanich.(1 always found the name strange as the Club included two Ice Rinks
for skating, curling and hockey!)

In 1965 Isobel Craig approached my husbund Don und asked him if he would volunteer
to organize a Recreational Adult Badminton Group to play on 4 Courts in the evenings
twice a week at the Oak Bs Junior High School. A large group responded and from
September 30™ to April 30" on Monday and Thursday Evenings a happy group of mainly
Oak Bay Residents enjoyed the fellowship and activity this sport provided. The cost was
$30.00 for the scason and this included instant coffee and cookies.

In 1965 Isobel Craig asked me to petition the neighborhood where we lived near Quimper
Park to have playground equipment and rest rooms built on the park. Isobel took the
petition with many names on it to Oak Bay Council and it was approved. At 2 p.m. on
Friday, July 8" 1966 the playground was opened at Quimper Park and a student
Supervisor was hired to oversee Crafts, Games and other Activities during the summer.
For many years residents in Oak Buyhduiedtogeukecruﬁoml(‘omainthc

Recreational Center. This petition with many names on it was presented at a Council
Meeting on July 10™, 1972. | attended this packed meeting in the Council Chambers, |
vmsshockedtomealnmcgmupﬂm I recognized from the Racquet Club (in Saanich)
qunkcomncdmdwkecmi«ul(’cmcrbch\s built in Oak Bay. | knew many of
these folk and they did not live in Oak Bay.

A proposal in 1972ledthmbyuwiwwgmpquncddownbyComcil.
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I belonged to the Oak Bay branch of the Association of Women Electors since 1969. The
women met in their homes once a month. One of the members called an “Observer™ who
had attended the two monthly Oak Bay Council Meetings gave a report to the ladies
while they drank their coffee. The ladies met 1o be informed of what went on at the
Council Meetings and discussed the issues brought up. The Assoctation of Women
Electors were very much in favor of building a Recreation Center and were aware of the
Council Members who were working very hard to obtain one for Oak Bay residents—
Mayor Frances Elford and Councilors Isobel C raig. Doug Watt and Norm Pimlott.
In 1972 the Mayor Frances Elford, Councilor Isobel Craig and long time volunteer May
belle Murphy drove up istand to Port Alberni to meet and interview Dunc Russell who
was the Director of the Recreational Center in that City. They were taken around the
Center by Dunc Russell and these Ladies realized that this was the kind of Center they
wanted. Dunc mentioned that his wife was receiving treatment for cancer at the Cancer
Clinic in Victoria. The Ladies were very impressed with Dunc and the possibility of him
moving to Oak Bay if the Municipality decided to build o Recreational Center.
In carly 1973 a “Muke Work Programme” by the Federal Government proposed that they
would pay 173 the cost of a Recreational Center if the Provincial Government paid 1/3
and the Municipal Government paid 1/3,

, At a large gathering that filled the Gymnasium at Oak Bay Junior High School on March

3y 15" 1973 the Ouk Bay residents there learned that the Federal Government and the

| Provincial Government had cach agreed 10 pay 1/3 the cost of a Recreational Center if the
Municipality of Oak Bay would pay the final 153, Those gathered at this meeting strongly
supported Oak Bay Municipality paying the 173 10 get u Reereational Center,
At the next regular Oak Bay Council meeting all but one member of the Council voted in
favor of the Municipality paying 1/3 the cost of o Recreation Center. Frances Elford was
Mayor at this time,
The Council proceeded immediately with plans to build the Center and Dunc Russell was
hired as Director. A new Recreation Commission was formed and each Council member
chose a resident of Oak Bay to be on the Commission, | was appointed by Isobel Craig
and served as a member of the Commission for 6 years. Those members also chosen st )
this time to be on the Commission were Susan Brice, Victor Bull, Marilyn Callahan, [
Nancy Hill, Leota Mace, Chris Pollard, Lavinia Greenwood and local High School
Principal Ken Hum was Chaiman. Council Members Norm Pimlott and Doug Mclelland
Commission Members met every Wednesday with Dunce Russell at 7 p.m. and had
various duties assigned to them. | was on o committee of three who interviewed and hired
the main staff. Programme Dircctor Bill Johnson, Aquatic Supervisor Ron Friesen, Arena
Supervisor Ron Austin and Curling and Social Supervisor Marion Andrews.
The Center opened at 7:30 p.m. on Friday. October 24* 1975,
The Ouk Bay Recreation Commission meets once 4 month with the Director of
Recreation and Programme Director.
I found my 6 years on the Commission a very interesting and rewarding period in my life,
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The Association of Woman's Electors discussed and supported a
petition being circulated that explained the need for a Recreation
Center in Oak Bay.

As a member of the Association of Woman’s Electors Oak Bay
Branch since 1965 | was aware each month of what went on at
Municipal Council Meetings.

The members of the Association of Woman's Electors were aware
of the Council Members who worked so hard over the years to
obtain a Recreational Center for Oak Bay.

All members of the Woman’s Electors could attend Council
Meetings but Mrs. Joan Battles was the main representative who
attended twice a month. Oak Bay Council arranged for a special
chair for the representative from the A.W.E member who was
attending.
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THE OAK BAY RECREATION CENTRE'S
“TENNIS PLACE"

an excellent opportunity forn the citizens o Victoria
of tennis, The Pxoggm intht'fcnm‘?m;aw
competitive emphasis and, theregone, the main obfective oL
the program {8 Lo 1 ﬂMMMaMyimma'M Lhe~
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The Tennis Place s the newest addition to Greaten Vietonia's lelsure facd- ‘
than

:&:ﬁc project, thaee activity counts and $4 cat porking spaces, will be completed
' yean.

The Aér Supported Structure on the "bubble® has been supplied by Thermo-Flex
1”””“&4‘&“% Kansas and had m-mqmmpwdkmw
aoom on oux courts, An alumiman coated Liner provides both <ns g and
xeflective (es and excellent acoustical qualities, The "bubble" {8 entirel
supported by air pressure, without the aid of any inteanal ox extennal frames.
heated atn 48 supplied by one “‘2‘ heator-Enflation unit and a3 additionat doony
open, the two auxilliany "blowess™ axe activated. A propane fueled, {nteanal com-
| bustion ditver blowen provides support adn during poer shontages on mechanicat

The Coust Suraces axe anethen uméque featune of the Tennds Place, They are
l constructed os porous conexete all hand Zu/cd, by ALL Weather Poreus Conchete from
Vancouvex, B.C, The porous nafure a:s the surdace allows fox ¢xcellent watenr absorp-
| teon when the "bubble® &8 removed consddexably enhances the acoustical
| 0f the sthucture, Possibly the best feature of the surface 48 its cushioned natuxe
| play &8 in proghess, caused by small pockets of ady being mntm&w
under the plagex's feet, The batt has a hegh bounce o the surface and speed o
play <8 meddum stow providing an excellent surface jor teacling tennis skills to
age groups.

The Gemeaal Contsactos fon the Tennés Place was Victosia Paving Company and
the Efectrical Sub Conthactor was Bescor ECectric, The indincct lighting &8 deség- |
ned to provide 50 foot candles of iltumination, ay tequined for fournament play, and
switching for each count ean be individuntly controlied fum the vieeing area.

!
The §inancing formula fon the Temnis Place (ocludes $198,747.00 §aom the Pro-
vincial Geversment, vepresenting one thind ef the cost for the fotul project. As
fox the openational costs, of (b hoped a position wiercby revenues will offset expen-
ditunes will be achieved, with a prwfit progected,

In comclusion, £t i hoped youn wewest Codsane facility, the Tennds Place, will
provide one mone opportandity for the citezens of Greates Victorda to enfoy a Life-
| time skitl - The Game 0f Tenncal

For any additional (nfommation, please call 595-SWIN,

"STRIVE 1O BE #AFPV™
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& The Magor and Aldirmen of
T Coopration of the Dissict off Clokk oy

reguest the plomsare of e conspany of
Mr. and Mea. 0. Ebdex
lo allend
the Official Opening of the "TENNIS PLACE"
b be Keled
at 7:30 o'clock p.m.

Wednesday, December 88k, 1976

_av.e,
Soniau 595-7946
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Lorna Elder was a Member of the Oak Bay Recreation
Commission for six years.

EH, Hanr
Mumicipal Clerk wmd Adwmiwmisivuion

Phoow 398-33111

Mrs. Lorma Elder,

I
Victoria, B. C,

Dear Mrs. Elder:

I wish to advise you that at a recent meeting of the
Municipal Council, you were appointed for a further one year
term on the Oak Bay Parks & Recreation Commission, being for
the year 1976.

The time and thought which you give to this work is
indeed appreciated.

Yours very truly,

‘Z( £ v ’( e

Deputy Municipal Clerk
/im

oc Supt. of Parks & Recreation

Commission Members all had special duties with all the
Recreational Activities in the Municipality.

Lorna Elder was mainly involved with the Playground Activities,
Curling and Tennis.
Lorna skipped a rink at the Curling Club and played Tennis in the
Bubble

van

February 5, 1976

THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF OAK BAY
MUNICIPAL HALL - 2167 OAK BAY AVENUE - OAK BAY, BC,

162
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Oak Bay Archives, 2167 Oak Bay Ave, Victoria, BC V8R 1G2

Page 28 of 35


mailto:obarchives@oakbay.ca
https://www.oakbay.ca/our-community/archives

LORNA ELDER FONDS (PR133)

CLIPPINGS ALBUM DOCUMENTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF RECREATION IN OAK BAY, 1957-1980

(Miss) JEAN L. MACQUEEN
Municipal Clerk January 20, 1977
Telephone: 598 - 3311

THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF OAK B.
MUNICIPAL HALL - 2167 OAK BAY AVENUE - VICTORIA, B.C. VSR

e

Mrs. Lorna Elder, |
I

Victoria, B. C.
I

Dear Mrs. Elder:

At a meeting of the Municipal Council held on January 17, you
were appointed for a one year term to the Oak Bay Parks and Recreation
Commission.

I trust that you will be able to accept this appointment and
may L express the appreciation of the Council for your work in the
past on this Commission.

Yours very truly,
- P

Municipal Clerk

ce:  Superintendent of Parks and Recreation

JM/4d

Oak Bay Archives, 2167 Oak Bay Ave, Victoria, BC V8R 1G2
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One of the most interesting experiences | participated in as a member of the
 Oak Bay Recreation Commission was when the Henderson 3 Par Golf
 Course was created. Dr. David Philip was the Commission Chairman. A
- lovely elderly lady appeared before the Commission with a request that she

wished to donate a large sum of money to be used to establish a “sporting

activity” in an Oak Bay Park in memory of her two brothers who were killed

in action in World War Two. She was the wife of “Joker Patton™. | knew a

little of the background of Joker Patton. In the 1940"s and 1950's the only

places that liquor could be served was in Hotels or Club’s. This gentleman

formed the “British Public Schools Club” that people could join and enjoy a

drink after work or on a social occasion. It was located on the top floor of

one of the heritage buildings in Bastion Square.

The Commission Members received many requests from Sports Groups,

One member had seen the par 3 Golf Course in Stanly Park, Vancouver and

after studying all proposals chose spending this money on a par 3 Golf

Course. The Henderson Park Recreation Center was already established to

run the Course so no tax payer's money was needed. The Henderson Park 3

Par Golf Course has been very successful for all ages and a great money

maker for the Municipality.

2
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THE CORPORATION OF THE DISTRICT OF OAX BAY

PRESENTATION

Munifeinal Council Meeting, Monday, January 14, 1980 at & pn

AGENDA

Avwards of Appreciation to Mrs, Lorna Elder and Mr. Yen Hurm

1. ADDPTION OF MINUTES:

2. REPORYS OF COMMITTEES:

Special Council, In Camers
Public Hearing

Council

Special Council, In Camera

Committee "A" (Joning; Finance; Lands,
Buildings A Housing)

Cormittee "A* (In Camera){Zoning:
Lands, Buildings &
Housing)

Committee “A* (In Camera)(Finance;
Lands, Buildings &
Housing)

Comnittze "A" (Finance)

December 3, 1979

December 17, 1979
Pecember 17, 1879
December 17, 1979
PDecember 20, 1979

December 20, 1979

January 10, 1980

January 10, 1980
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[

Che Mayor and Muniripal Counril
of Mak Bay
record with  sineere appreciation
the  outstanding contribution of

Lorna Elder

to the development of
Parks & Rerreation it Mak WBay

N i ,
AL j L “\ "-',"

Mayor of Oak Bay

Chalrmaz. Oak Bgy Pa;ks & Recﬁtlon Commission
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W Partial
b closures will

I Recreation centre renovations begin
I ! 2
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